Drop in county, state population
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The latest Census figures show more people are leaving California and Calaveras County.
California’s population declined in both 2021 and 2022.

Over the two-year period, through July of 2022, the population dropped by more than 500,000
people.

The state’s population was 39,501,653 in 2020, fell to 39,142,991 in 2021, and to 39,029, 342 in
2022.

Some of the factors cited by officials include the high cost of housing, crime, and long commutes. In
addition, some people were able to relocate to lower-cost areas and work from home during the
pandemic.

Elsewhere, western states that saw population growth over the past couple of years include Idaho,
Nevada, Utah, Washington, Wyoming, Montana and Colorado. In addition to California, western states
posting population declines were Oregon and Alaska.

The latest statistics from the California Department of Finance note that Calaveras County’s
population was at 44,883, a decline of 180 people from the prior year.



